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starve vernacular education, especially m the higher schools and colleges The lesult has been a want of touch between education and the life of the country, which is very much to be deplored At present there is a revival, to a certain extent, of interest in vernacular education, and I earnestly trust that it may receive more attention in future. To sacrifice the vernaculars to English is to sacrifice the true interests of the vast majority of the people to the doubtful advantage of the few.
Secondly, there is the Grant-m-Aid system. This is of the very essence of sound educational policy in India; because it means that Government will aid local effort, and develop self-help, while at the same time it secures the necessary pecuniary assistance of the people in work, the cost of which must be altogether beyond the unassisted efforts of Government in a country where the taxation must of necessity be kept as low as possible It also enables the people to carry on education on their own lines, so far as these are worthy and efficient, their worth and efficiency being tested by a careful system of Government inspection I do not for a moment mean to say that the manner in which Grants-m-Aid have been distributed by the Educational Department in the past has always been wise and effective; but the system itself is one which is capable of excellent administration, and is entirely suited to the circumstances of India.
The third point is the question of religion. The Despatch declared clearly in favour of neutrality in regard to religion; but this neutrality was accompanied by a sanguine confidence in the power of instruction m secular subjects alone to kindle a moral ideal, and to touch the springs of conduct. There is no doubt that there is some foundation for this belief, especially as stated by the authors of the Despatch. But their sanguine hopes have undoubtedly proved to be largely unwarranted. There is no one acquainted with the facts who does not admit that Government education in India has somewhat conspicuously failed to influence conduct and character. As has been well said, it has too much resulted in " the mere acquisition